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1  BOROUGH  OF  MORECAMBE  &  HEYSHAM  | 


I  REPORT  I 

1  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I 


for  the  year  ending 


3Jst  December,  1948 


“  Visitor  ”  Printing  Works,  Morecambe 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Morecambe  and  Heysham. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  public 
health  services  of  the  borough  during  1948. 

The  form  of  the  report  and  the  matters  dealt  with  are 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  health  of  the  people  during  1948  was  good  and  there 
was  no  unusual  occurrence  of  infectious  disease.  We  had  no 
case  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year,  the  only  deaths 
from  infectious  disease  were  due  to  pneumonia  or  erysipelas 
and  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria. 

Again,  as  during  the  past  two  years,  I  give  as  an  adden¬ 
dum  to  my  report  a  short  summary  of  work  in  the  School 
Medical  Service.  So  far  as  this  service  is  concerned  I  believe 
that  the  combined  effects  of  the  Education  Act  of  1944  and  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  have  been  unfortunate, 
and  it  seems  probable  that  those  districts  which  had  a  reason¬ 
ably  good  service  before  these  Acts  came  into  operation  will 
lose  on  the  “  New  Deal.” 

The  infectious  diseases  of  childhood  were  at  a  low  level 
during  the  year  and  the  children  were  healthy  and  well  cared 
for. 

In  the  second  half  of  1948  the  search  for  and  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice  was  given  special  attention,  with  the  results 
shewn  in  the  report.  The  complete  survey  of  the  borough  was 
planned  to  occupy  about  9-12  months  and  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  it  was  accomplished  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Incidental¬ 
ly,  there  is  one  small  benefit  from  an  inadequate  sewage  system, 
though  it  will  be  little  comfort  to  a  hard-pressed  Sewage 
Disposal  Committee :  sewers  frequently  surcharged  provide  no 
harbourage  for  rats. 

The  difficulties  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Committee  are  now 
well  known  and  reference  is  made  to  them,  and  to  the  work 
that  is  being  done,  on  a  subsequent  page  of  the  report. 

Supervision  of  premises  in  which  food  is  manufactured 
or  prepared  for  sale  to  the  public,  and  the  inspection  of  the 
foods  and  their  analysis,  continued  to  occupy  a  great  part  of 
the  time  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  In  reconstructing,  reno¬ 
vating  and  re-equipping  premises  a  great  deal  of  excellent  work 
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has  been  done  and  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  state  again  that, 
in  spite  of  the  often  heavy  expenditure  asked  for  by  the  Health 
Department,  relations  between  the  department  and  the  manu¬ 
facturers  and  traders  have  been  friendly  and  co-operative.  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  standards  of  our  main  food  producing 
premises  in  Morecambe  and  Heysham  are  higher  now  than  k 
they  have  ever  been  before. 

The  amount  and  variety  of  food  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  in  times  when  all  food  is  scarce  has  fre¬ 
quently  been  the  subject  of  indignant  comment  by  the  Health 
Committee;  not  that  the  Committee  would  Avish  the  food  to  be 
passed  for  sale,  but  they  have  felt  that  the  waste  caused  by 
faults  in  packing,  transport  and  distribution  is  deplorable,  and 
over  the  whole  country  must  reach  an  extravagant  and  dis¬ 
graceful  total. 

I  would  express  again  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  by  the 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council,  and  would 
thank  the  staff  of  the  department  and  my  fellow  officials  for 
all  their  help  during  the  year. 

I  must  in  particular  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Savage  and  Mr.  Kilvington  for  reports  on  the  water  supply 
and  sewage  disposal  schemes  and  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  Housing 
Department  for  unfailing  co-operation. 

Finally  I  must  thank  Mr.  Morgans  for  his  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Cleansing  Department.  Mr.  Morgans  has  now 
resigned  his  post  of  Cleansing  Superintendent,  thus  bringing 
to  an  end  25  years  of  service  to  this  borough ;  and  so,  in  thank¬ 
ing  him  in  this  report,  I  must  also  say  farewell  and  Avish  him 
success  and  happiness  in  his  new  venture.  My  own  introduction 
to  Morecambe  and  Heysham  Avas  enormously  eased,  and  ex¬ 
pected  difficulties  Avere  greatly  lightened,  by  Mr.  Morgans’ 
kindness  and  generous  help  and  I  shall  ahvays  OAve  him  my 
gratitude. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area  in  acres  (not  including  foreshore)  .  3,665 

Population  at  1931  Census .  24,542 

Registrar-General ’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid-year  1948  .  36,770 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  5,749 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1948  (according  to  rate 

books)  .  10,954 

Rateable  value . £299,580 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £1,242 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  social  conditions  of  the 
borough,  which  is  primarily  a  health  and  holiday  resort  and 
a  pleasant  residential  town. 

Such  industries  as  we  have  are  inoffensive  and  the  main 
industrial  area,  designed  for  light  industries,  is  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  borough. 

The  chief  sources  of  employment  are  those  concerned  with 
catering  for  and  entertaining  visitors,  and  the  town  has 
achieved,  and  maintains,  a  high  place  in  the  affections  of 
holiday  makers  all  over  the  North  of  England  and  from 
Scotland.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Council  to  encourage  the  provision 
of  amusements  and  attractions  less  raucous  than  those  favoured 
in  some  resorts  but  equally  varied,  entertaining  and  memor¬ 
able  :  the  unfailing  popularity  of  the  borough  is  a  measure  of 
their  success. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

Live  Births —  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  203  ...  209 

Illegitimate  .  17  ...  13 


Total  .  220  ...  222 

Still  Births —  Male  Female 

Legitimate . .  .  5  ...  3 

Illegitimate .  —  ...  — 

Total  .  5  ...  3 

Deaths 

Total  Male  Deaths  .  269 

Total  Female  Deaths  .  254 


Total  (Male  and  Female)  .  523 

Infant  Deaths  (under  one  year  of  age)  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  12  ...  11 

Illegitimate .  2 


Total  .  14  ...  11 

Puerperal  Deaths 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis  .  — 

Other  maternal  causes  .  1 


Total  Maternal  Mortality .  1 

Deaths  From  Cancer 

Cancer  of  Male  Female 

Buccal  Cavity,  Oesophagus,  Uterus  4  ...  2 

Stomach  and  Duodenum .  5  ...  4 

Breast .  —  ...  9 

All  Other  Sites .  34  ...  29 


Total  ...  .  43  ...  44 

Deaths  from  Infective  Diseases 

Influenza  .  ...  1  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System .  14  ...  6 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis .  1  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  of  Children  under  Two  Years  of  Age, 

Male  Female 

2  ...  1 
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The  Still  Birthrate  for  1948  was  17  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

The  Deathrate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  55  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births,  while  the  rate  for  illegitimate  infants  was  66  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births,  giving  a  deathrate  of  56  for  all  infants  per  1000  live  births. 
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Table  of  Deaths  from  All  Causes 


Male 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Respir.  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

/ 

Syphilitic  Diseases . 

Influenza . 

Measles  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio¬ 
encephalitis  . .  ...  . . 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ... 
Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph. 

and  Uterus  . 

Cancer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites  . 

Diabetes  . . 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

Heart  Diseases . 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

System . 

Bronchitis . . . 

Pneumonia  . 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years . 

Appendicitis . 

Other  Digestive  Diseases . 

Nephritis . 

Puerperal  &  Post  Abortion  Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

Premature  Birth  . 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Injury,  Infantile  Diseases . 

Suicide . 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . 

Other  Violent  Causes . 

All  Other  Causes . 
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MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1948  COMPARED 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  and  Hospital  Facilities 

Laboratory  investigations  are  carried  out  by  Dr.  Rickards 
and  his  staff  at  the  Pathology  Laboratory  in  the  Royal  Lan¬ 
caster  Infirmary.  We  have  found  this  a  great  convenience  in 
contrast  to  the  previous  scheme  under  which  we  used  the 
Pathology  Department  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  I  should 
like  to  thank  Dr.  Rickards  for  his  constant  help  and  advice. 

Samples  taken  in  accordance  with  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  are  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Dr.  Walker  of 
Preston  for  whose  assistance  we  are  also  grateful. 

Ambulance  Services 

In  1948  the  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  took  over  the 
running  of  the  Accident  Ambulance  from  the  Corporation  and 
the  Sickness  Ambulances  from  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brig¬ 
ade.  The  Corporation  was  always  pleased  with  the  speed  and 
efficiency  of  its  Accident  Ambulance  Service  and  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  served  the  borough  faithfully  for  many 
years :  I  am  sure  the  new  service  will  not  fall  below  the 
standards  of  the  old. 

During  the  half-year  before  the  County  Council  took  over 
( January-July  4th,  1948)  the  accident  ambulance  dealt  with 
76  cases  and  covered  349  miles  and  the  St.  John  ambulances 
removed  404  cases  and  covered  5,873  miles. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948— -Section  47. 

No  applications  were  made  under  this  Act  for  the  removal 
to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  the 
County  Council  became  responsible  for  all  the  publicly  admin¬ 
istered  clinics  serving  the  borough.  These  comprise  the  Mater¬ 
nity  and  Child  Welfare,  Ante-natal  and  School  Clinics  which 
are  held  within  the  borough,  and  the  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics,  which  are  held  in  Lancaster. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  an  improvement  in  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinic  services  in  the  town.  The 
single  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinic,  in  Parliament  Street, 
must  always  have  been  inadequate  and  with  the  increase  in 
population  and  the  higher  standards  now  expected  its  unsuit¬ 
ability  and  inconvenience  are  extreme.  The  County  Council 
intend  to  provide  a  second  clinic  in  connection  with  the  School 
Clinic  in  Euston  Road.  This  will  be  welcome,  but  it  will  serve  a 
part  of  the  borough  that  has  not  been  served  before :  it  will 
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not  replace  the  present  unsatisfactory  clinic  in  Parliament 
Street  nor  will  it  help  Heysham,  to  which  the  new  housing 
estates  will  bring  a  large  population  of  mothers  and  children. 

Nursing  Homes 

There  were  two  registered  nursing  homes.  These  were 
periodically  inspected  and  there  were  no  causes  of  complaint 
in  either. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

There  were  no  changes  during  the  year  in  the  source  of 
supply,  but  the  following  extensions  of  supply  were  completed 
to  serve  new  houses  : 

Rylstone  Drive .  84  yards  4  inch 

Hestham  Av.  and  Hestham  Parade  76  yards  4  inch 

Trumacar  Lane  .  376  yards  4  inch  and 

84  yards  6  inch 

Foxholes  Road  .  28  yards  4  inch 

The  old  3  inch  main  in  Granville  Road,  also,  has  been 
replaced  by  a  new  4  inch  C.L.  Main  on  the  footpaths. 

The  purity  of  the  water,  checked  by  72  bacteriological 
analyses  and  58  chemical  analyses,  was  satisfactory.  There  was 
continuous  chlorination  of  all  water  leaving  the  two  filter 
houses. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  the  borough  increases  from 
year  to  year.  The  following  figures  give  the  consumption  of 
the  past  three  years  : 

Morecambe,  1946  . 

1947  . 

1948  . 

Increase  of  1948  over  1947 
Heysham.  1946  . 

1947  . 

1948  . 

Increase  of  1948  over  1947 

Daily  consumption  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham  in  1948  = 
1,584,742  or  43  gallons  per  day  per  head  of  population. 

As  reported  in  previous  years  the  quality  of  the  water 
is  excellent  but  the  supply  for  Heysham  is  inadequate.  It  was 
hoped  that  in  1948  this  deficiency  would  have  been  relieved  by 
the  provision  of  additional  storage  capacity,  but  the  work  was 
held  up  by  a  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  scheme  was  not  satisfactory.  The  plans  for  a  new  res¬ 
ervoir  had  to  be  redesigned  and  provision  made  for  a  bigger 
pipe  and  increased  pressure. 

Complaints  have  been  frequent,  also,  of  discolouration  of 
the  Heysham  water.  This  discolouration  does  not  make  the 

9 


355,595,000  gallons. 
385,362,000 
408,144,000 
22,782,000 
148,275,000 
154,387,000 
170,287,000 
15,900,000 


r> 


>> 


water  dangerous  to  drink,  but  it  has  certainly  been  a  nuisance : 
it  is  due  to  the  condition  of  the  old  main,  which  it  has  not  been 
possible  so  far  to  replace.  It  is  expected  that  a  new  main  may 
be  laid  in  the  autumn  of  this  year. 

CLEANSING  OF  DYKES 

The  very  large  number  of  dykes  in  the  borough,  the 
extremely  slow  rate  of  flow  of  their  water  under  the  best  of 
circumstances  and  the  ease  with  which  they  become  choked, 
both  by  nature  and  by  the  carelessness  of  man,  cause  frequent 
complaints  and  present  a  difficult  problem. 

All  the  main  watercourses  were  again  cleaned  and  graded 
and  subsidiary  dykes  close  to  dwelling  houses  were  dealt  with 
whenever  reports  of  a  nuisance  being  caused  were  received. 

The  year  was  not  an  encouraging  one  for  mosquitoes  and 
complaints  of  trouble  caused  by  them  were  not  numerous : 
spraying  of  the  dykes  with  Malariol  helped  to  keep  down  their 
numbers. 

NEW  SEWERAGE  SCHEME 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  provided  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  and  future  expectations. 

“  Very  good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  construction  of  the  New  Pumping  Station 
at  Schola  Green  Lane. 

“  The  two  main  Pump  Wells  have  now  been  complet¬ 
ed  below  ground,  and  partly  roofed  in,  and  a  start  made 
on  the  excavation  for  the  Detritus  Tanks.  The  order  for 
pumps  has  been  placed,  but  the  delivery  date  promised  is 
some  three  years  ahead.  A  start  will  shortly  be  made  on 
the  new  Bare  Lane  Pumping  Station  and  Rising  Main. 
Negotiations  are  in  hand  between  the  Corporation,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Contractors  regarding  carrying 
out  the  remainder  of  the  New  Sea  Outfall  on  the  foreshore. 
Preliminary  negotiations  are  also  in  hand  with  a  view  to 
getting  tenders  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  new  Westgate 
Main. 

“  The  Council’s  object  is  to  get  as  many  contracts  as 
possible  proceeding  at  one  and  the  same  time,  with  a  view 
to  accelerating  the  final  completion  of  the  whole  Sewerage 
Scheme. 

“  However,  due  to  the  Government’s  limitations  on 
capital  expenditure,  and  the  material  and  man  power 
shortages,  this  object  will  only  partly  be  attained,  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  whole  Scheme  will  not  be  com¬ 
pleted  before  the  middle  of  1954. 

“  However,  it  is  hoped  that  many  substantial  improve¬ 
ments  and  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  existing  nuisances 
will  be  seen  long  before  that  date.” 

10 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system .  10,954 

„  „  fresh  water  closets .  11,042 

„  „  waste  water  closets .  32  approx. 

„  ,,  middens .  5 

„  „  closets  attached  to  middens .  5 

„  „  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ...  2 

„  ,,  movable  ashbins .  12,000  approx. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  UNDER 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Inspections 

Complaints  received .  568 

Nuisances  discovered  .  549 

Nuisances  abated  .  562 

Referred  to  other  departments  .  45 

Informal  notices  served  (S.  93)  .  325 

Informal  notices  served  (S.  44)  .  2 

Abatement  notices  served .  23 

Visits  re  permits  for  materials  .  242 

Permits  issued .  48 

Miscellaneous  visits .  267 

Legal  proceedings  .  — 

Summary  of  Work  Done  , 

Drains  choked .  152 

Drains  defective .  30 

Private  sewer  choked .  13 

Public  sewer  choked .  10 

Gullies  choked . 33 

Gullies  defective . 5 

Street  gullies  choked .  7 

Water  closets  choked . 10 

Water  closets  defective .  11 

Waste-water  closets  choked  .  7 

Waste-water  closets  defective  .  3 

Water  closet  seat  broken . >  .  1 

Water  closet  cistern  defective  .  4 

Vent  pipe  broken .  6 

Inspection  chamber  cover  broken .  2 

Waste  pipe  connected  direct  to  drain .  1 

R.  W.  pipe  connected  direct  to  drain .  1 

Cesspool  overflowing .  1 

Sink  old  and  worn .  2 

Wash-basin  broken .  2 

Waste  pipes  choked .  2 

Waste  pipes  short  and  defective .  17 
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Insecure  support  to  sink . 

Insanitary  W.  C.  chamber . 

Inadequate  lighting  to  W.C.  chamber  ... 

Eavesgutters  choked . 

Eavesgutters  defective . 

R.  W.  downspouts  defective . 

Paths  sunken  and  yard  surface  defective 

Dampness  rising . 

Dampness  penetrating . 

Floor  damp . 

Water  on  site  of  house . 

Main  roof  leaking . 

Bay  window  roof  leaking . 

Scullery  roof  leaking . 

Annexe  roof  leaking  . 

Rendering  to  external  wall  defective  ... 

Pointing  defective . 

Insanitary  surround  to  sink . 

Chimney  breast  damp . 

Chimney  Stack  defective . 

Firerange  defective . 

Firegrate  defective . 

Chimney  flues  defective . 

Fireback  defective  . 

Wood  floors  defective . 

Concrete  floors  defective  . 

Ceiling  plaster  perished . 

Wall  plaster  perished . 

Skylight  defective . 

Window  frames  defective . 

Doors  badly  hung . 

Sashcords  absent  or  broken . 

Pointing  to  window  frames  defective  ... 

Ashpit  in  use . 

Accumulation  of  refuse . 

Accumulation  of  manure  ...  . . 

Insanitary  condition  of  hen-run . 

Insanitary  condition  of  yard . 

Improper  keeping  of  rabbits . 

Insufficient  water  pressure  . 

Drainage 

Visits . 

Re-visits . 

Drains  tested . . . 

Informal  notices  served . 

Formal  notices  served . 

Waste- water  closets  converted  . 
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1 

4 
1 

3 

19 

13 

3 

10 

8 

1 

32 

43 

9 

5 
1 
9 
2 

4 
o 

LA 

9 

1 

8 

7 

1 

7 
3 

18 

19 
3 

20 

5 
24 

3 
5 

8 

4 
1 
1 
2 
2 


422 

594 

182 

15 

21 

2 


Supply  of  Dustbins 

Visits . 

Re-visits  . . 

Informal  notices  served . 

Formal  notices  served . 

Supplied  and  charged  in  default 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Visits . 


49 

96 

31 

5 

1 


24 


Camping  Sites 

There  are  four  camping  sites  licensed  by  the  council  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  all  four  are  in 
regular  use. 

The  inadequacy  of  legislation  for  control  mentioned  in 
early  reports  is  again  referred  to.  The  licensed  sites  are  reason¬ 
ably  well  conducted,  but  the  council  maintain  their  refusal  to 
license  additional  sites. 


Visits .  82 

Re-visits . - .  113 

Holiday  Camps . .  ...  3 

Informal  Notices . . .  5 


Proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  Magistrates’  Court 
against  an  owner  of  land  for  contravention  of  the  provisions 
relating  to  land  used  as  a  site  for  moveable  dwellings  without 
a  license.  The  case  was  proved;  a  fine  of  £2  was  imposed  with 
£1.11.6d.  costs  and  a  daily  penalty  of  5/-  to  operate  after  the 
30th  November  should  the  dwellings  remain. 

The  number  of  visits  that  must  be  paid  to  an  unlicensed 
dwelling  standing  on  an  unlicensed  site  during  a  period  of  six 
weeks  before  a  case  can  be  made  in  the  Magistartes*  Court,  and 
the  probability  that  the  dwelling  will  be  removed  for  a  short 
time  just  before  the  six  weeks  period  ends,  is  one  of  the  dis¬ 
abilities  imposed  on  local  authorities  by  the  1936  Act. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulties  of  administering  the  Act  the 
nuisance  of  unlicensed  camping  has  been  considerably  reduced. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  municipally  owned  Super  Swimming  Stadium  was  the 
only  one  open  during  the  year.  It  is  a  fine  asset  to  the  borough, 
not  only  as  a  holiday  attraction,  but  also  as  a  means  of  healthy 
recreation  and  education  for  the  resident  youth.  The  efficiency 
of  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plants  is  assured  by  frequent 
chemical  examinations  of  the  water.  In  addition  to  the  chemical 
estimations  6  bacteriological  analyses  were  made  and  all  were 
very  satisfactory. 
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Disinfestation 

Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected  ...  . .  106 

„  ,,  „  ,,  re-inspected . .  103 

,,  ,,  „  „  disinfested  ...  .  91 

Offensive  Trades 


There  are  three  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are 
conducted :  in  two  of  these  the  trade  is  tripe  dressing  and  in 
the  third  it  is  gut  scraping. 

All  were  satisfactorily  conducted. 

Number  of  visits . . .  . .  4 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

7  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  No  legal  action 
was  necessary. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Premises  visited .  688 

Visits  by  operators  . . 2684 

Visits  by  inspectors .  190 

Visits  to  food  premises  (inspectors)  .  7 

Tins  of  poison  issued . — .  71 


The  above  figures  are  those  of  visits  to  premises  which  are 
kept  under  review  as  a  matter  of  routine  and  visits  in  response 
to  complaints. 

To  supplement  this  work  by  a  review  of  the  whole  borough 
and  an  extended  poison-baiting  of  the  sewers  two  additional 
men  were  appointed  in  May  (one  for  a  period  of  12  months). 
The  results  of  this  new  work  were  as  follows : 


Survey : 

Visits .  10472 

Premises  visited .  9348 

Infestations  found  and  dealt  with  .  60 


Sewers 

The  approximate  number  of  manholes  not  surcharged 
in  wet  weather  flow  is  125,  and  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  50 
per  cent,  grant  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  treatment  was 
commenced  August,  1948. 

The  manholes  were  treated  in  3  sections  : — 

1st  Section .  . .  blast  End 

2nd  Section .  East  End 

3rd  Section .  West  End 

Each  section  occupied  1  week’s  treatment  (4  days  pre-bait, 
1  day  poison  and  1  day  pick  up) 

Average  pre-bait  takes .  20 

Average  “  no-takes  ” . 105 

Average  poison  takes .  13 
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The  second  stage  of  the  initial  treatment  commenced  three 
weeks  later,  in  September.  53  manholes  were  pre-baited  for 
four  consecutive  days;  where  a  “  take  ”  was  found  poison 


was  laid  on  the  5th  day. 

Average  pre-bait  takes .  11 

Average  “  not-takes  ”  .  42 

Average  poison  takes  .  9 


HOUSING 


(1)  General  Observations 

As  a  great  part  of  the  housing  property  in  the  borough  is 
of  relatively  modern  construction  the  general  standard  of 
dwellings  is  good.  The  prevailing  types  are  large  boarding 
houses  and  semi-detched  3-4  bedroom  houses. 

In  the  older  parts  both  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham  there 
are  houses  built  very  many  years  ago  without  adequate  damp 
proofing  and  with  structural  defects  due  to  age  which  are  not 
now  satisfactorily  repairable :  in  these  houses  the  commonest 
complaint  is  of  dampness. 

In  addition  to  the  relatively  few  families  living  in  per¬ 
manently  unfit  houses,  there  are  families  living  in  caravans 
under  circumstances  that  are  far  from  desirable.  From  year 
to  year  this  caravan  life  continues,  and  although  there  has 
been  a  slight  reduction  in  the  numbers  during  the  past  couple 
of  years  the  problem  cannot  really  be  tackled  until  suitable 
alternative  accommodation,  that  is  to  say  accommodation  in 
new  Corporation  houses,  has  been  provided.  As  yet  we  have  a 
long  way  to  go  before  even  the  families  living  in  rooms  are 
provided  for,  and  they  come  first. 

(2)  Housing  Needs 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  2,463  applicants  for 
council  houses:  of  these  1,828  were  living  in  rooms. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  construction  of  some 
four  bedroom  houses  and  for  flats  suitable  for  elderly  couples. 

The  family  for  whom  no  provision  is  yet  contemplated  is 
that  with  one  child.  The  circumstances  of  some  of  these  small 
families  are  distressing  and  they  have  a  very  undesirable 
sociological  influence,  insofar  as  they  tend  either  to  limit  the 
family  to  one  child  or  to  space  out  much  too  widely  the  inter¬ 
vals  between  children.  It  is,  of  course,  the  best  and  the  most 
thoughtful  of  these  younger  couples  who  are  dissuaded  by  their 
domestic  circumstances  from  producing  a  well-balanced  family : 
the  loss  will,  in  due  time,  penalise  the  community  as  well  as 
the  parents. 
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(3)  Progress  of  [Local  Authority  Schemes 

During  the  year  74  new  houses  were  completed  and  occu¬ 
pied  :  of  these,  36  were  built  by  private  builders  under  Circu¬ 
lar  92/1946  and  sold  to  the  Corporation. 

Taking  altogether  the  new  houses,  requisitioned  property 
and  the  hutments  at  Heysham,  93  families  were  rehoused  dur¬ 


ing  the  year,  these  families  comprising  489  persons. 

(4)  Inspections 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Houses  inspected .  1 

Houses  re-inspected .  2 

Rent  books  examined .  157 

Rent  books  not  complying  (S.4)  . .  ...  15 

Informal  notices  served .  12 

Application  for  permitted  number  .  1 

Houses  measured  .  1 

Certificates  issued .  1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Houses  inspected .  294 

Houses  re-inspected  .  637 

Formal  notices  served  re  intent  to  inspect  ...  2 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply: 

Registered  premises : — 

Total  on  Transfers  Deletions  Additions  Total  on 


1.1.48  31.12.48 

Retail 

purveyors  95  6  10  2  87 

Dairies  ...  55  2  4  1  52 

Farms  ...  14  1  14 

Wholesale 

Traders  ...  33  1  1  1  33 

Designated  milks  : — 

Licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  : 

Producing  and  bottling  Accredited  Milk  ...  2 

Other  licences  : 

Pasteurisers  (H.T.S.T.) .  1 

Dealer’s  bottling  (Tuberculin  Tested)  ...  1 

Dealer’s  bottling  (Accredited)  .  1 

Dealer’s  (Tuberculin  Tested)  .  20 

Dealer’s  (Pasteurised) .  4 

Supplementary  (T.T.)  .  4 

Supplementary  (Pasteurised)  .  2 
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Visits  : — 

Retail  purveyors .  123 

Farms . 9 

Milk  stores  and  depots .  32 

Dairies .  109 

Wholesale  traders  .  34 

Pasteurising  plant .  57 

Proposed  dairies . 11 

Bottling  depots  (designated  milks)  .  11 

Proposed  bottling  establishments  . 3 

Re  sampling .  153 


Bacteriological  tests : — 

193  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  involving  503  examina¬ 
tions.  The  tests  were  all  carried  out  at  the  pathological  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Lancaster  Royal  Infirmary  supervised  by  Dr.  A.  G. 
Rickards.  The  laboratory  service  is  now  controlled  by  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Health  under  the  National  Health  Act. 

66  samples  were  of  farm  nfilk,\5  heat  treated  or  sterilised 
and  122  designated  milks.  28'oCthe  63  samples  of  farm  and 
tuberculin  tested  milk  taken  in  Arrival  at  the  processing  plant 
were  of  unsatisfactory  keepine/quality  but  all  samples  taken 
at  the  plant  after  pasteurising  (79)  were  satisfactory.  The 
major  portion  of  the  milk  arriving  at  the  plant  is  from  sources 
outside  this  area  and  jn  e#ch  case  of  unsatisfactory  milk,  the 
farmer  and  the  authority  concerned  are  notified.  This  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  great  improvement  and  the  milk  in  the  second  half 
of  the  year  was  of  better  quality.  Of  the  99  samples  of  heat 
treated  and  pasteurised  milk  examined,  3  did  not  pass  the 
phosphatase  test  and  gave  a  reading  slightly  over  the  standard; 
such  cases  are  hard  to  trace  and  as  the  samples  were  widely 
separated  and  the  test  somewhat  delicate,  no  action,  apart 
from  verbal  intimation  was  taken. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  of  the  52  samples  examined  for 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  bacillus,  only  one  was  positive.  This 
was  reported  to  the  County  Authority,  the  herd  was  examined 
by  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeons  and  the  reactor  was 
slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938. 

159  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  Bacillus 
Coli  in  O.Ol  c.c.  5  samples,  or  3.1  per  cent,  were  positive  and 
this  compares  very  favourably  with  the  figure  of  15  per  cent, 
in  1947. 

The  figures  and  results  all  round  show  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  previous  year  and  are  tabulated  in  full  overleaf. 
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ICE-CREAM 


Bacteriological 

73  samples  were  analysed  as  follows 
Methylene  Blue  (with  provisional  gradings)  : 


Grade  1 . 16 

Grade  2 . 21 

Grade  3 .  ...  20 

Grade  4 .  16 

Bacillus  Coli  in  0.1  c.c.  : 

Absent . 66 

Present .  7 


The  results  show  an  improvement  on  the  figures  for  last 
year.  50.7  per  cent,  were  graded  1  or  2  as  compared  with  40.8 
per  cent,  in  1947  and  the  number  of  samples  in  grade  4  were 
reduced  by  8  per  cent.  Over  a  period  of  three  years  (we  did 
not  have  the  Methylene  Blue  test  in  1946)  the  figures  for  the 
presence  of  B.Coli  in  0.1  c.c.  shew  a  very  great  improvement: 

they  are  as  follows  : — 

1946  1947  1948 

B.Coli  present 

in  0.1  c.c.  ...  72  per  cent.  35.2  per  cent.  9.6  per  cent. 

of  samples.  of  samples.  of  samples. 

Whatever  the  bacteriologists  ’  interpretation  of  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  B.Coli  may  be,  this  is  evidence  of  a  very  much  improved 
standard  of  hygiene  in  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  ice¬ 
cream  and  of  a  real  effort  by  those  concerned  in  the  trade  to 
offer  the  public  a  clean  and  wholesome  product. 

For  comparative  purposes,  62  samples  were  examined  for 
total  bacteria  per  c.c.  The  tabulated  results  compared  with  the 


provisional  gradings  are  of  interest. 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

16 

19 

17 

10 

Less  than  200 

Over  200  & 

Over  1 ,000  & 

Over  50,00 

per  c.c. 

less  than  1,000 

less  than  50,000 

16 

19 

14 

13 

Visits  of  inspection  were  not  confined  to  manufacturers 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  persons  concerned  have  gladly 
complied  with  the  requests  of  the  department  and  during  the 
year  only  2  informal  notices  were  found  necessary. 
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Visits 

Dealers  premises .  230 

Manufacturers  premises .  73 

Storage  premises .  55 

Proposed  premises .  89 

Cinemas . ■ . .  8 

Street  traders .  11 

Sampling .  78 

Informal  notices .  2 

Registration 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale .  2 

Manufacture  and  storage .  5 

Manufacture  and  sale .  10 

Manufacture  .  3 

Storage  and  Sale .  3 

Storage  .  5 

Sale .  . .  59 

Sale  of  pre-packed . 29 


116 


It  has  not  been  possible  during  the  past  few  years  to  ask 
for  extensive  improvements  to  premises  owing  to  building 
restrictions  and  the  fact  that  ice  cream  was  not  considered  an 
essential  food.  The  restrictions  have  now  been  eased  a  little, 
local  manufacturers  are  able  to  carry  out  certain  reconstruc¬ 
tions  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  another  year  has  passed  all 
premises  will  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  department. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 

160  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  purchased  and  analys¬ 
ed  by  the  Borough  Analyst.  77  were  formal  samples  of  milk  and 
the  remaining  29  informal  samples  of  other  foods. 


Baking  Powder .  1 

Beef  Suet .  1 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda  .  1 

Cake  Flour  .  2 

Coffee  .  1 

Fish  Paste .  1 

Jam  (Low  sugar)  .  1 

Meat  Extract .  1 

Meat  Pie .  2 

Meat  Roll .  1 

Medicine  Tonic  (Childrens)  .  1 

Milk  .  77 

Olive  Oil  .  1 


20 


Pickling  Sauce  .  1 

Polony .  4 

Pork  Brawn .  1 

Rum  Essence  .  1 

Sausage  (Beef)  .  2 

Sausages  (Pork)  .  2 

Self  Raising  Flour .  1 

Vinegar  (Malt)  .  1 

Vinegar  (Non-brewed)  .  1 

Vi-cocoa  .  1 


One  sample  of  polony  was  found  to  contain  boric  acid. 
The  manfacturer  was  notified  and  further  samples  were 
genuine. 

The  sample  of  cake  flour  was  deficient  in  available  carbon 
dioxide.  No  further  supplies  of  this  brand  were  available  for 
purchase  and  the  manufacturer  Avas  notified. 

Milk 

Genuine .  39 


Genuine  but  low  in  solids-not-fat .  4 


Genuine,  rich  in  fat,  but  Ioav  in  solids-not-fat  .  1 


Genuine  and  rich  in  fat .  1 


Very  rich  in  fat,  6.2  per  cent,  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat  and  F.P.  test  indicated  5.8  per  cent,  ex¬ 
traneous  Avater  .  1 

(A  repeat  sample  proved  genuine  and  the 
A-endor  Avas  cautioned) 

Deficient  5  per  cent,  fat  and  Ioav  in  solids-not-fat...  1 

Deficient  1.6  per  cent,  fat  and  Ioav  in  solids-not-fat...  1 

(Both  vendors  aboAm  were  cautioned). 

F.P.  test  indicated  1.5  per  cent,  extraneous  Avater  ...  1 

(The  vendor  Avas  cautioned) 


Deficient  8.1  per  cent,  solids-not-fat  and  F.P.  test 

indicated  3.3  per  cent,  extraneous  water .  1 

(Repeat  samples  were  taken  on  the  folloAv- 
ing  day;  1  Avas  deficient  6.1  per  cent,  solids- 
not-fat  and  F.P.  test  indicated  2.3  per  cent, 
extraneous  water,  the  other  Avas  8.7  per 
cent,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  and  F.P.  test 
indicated  4.9  per  cent,  extraneous  water. 
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Notice  was  served  on  this  authority, 
by  the  vendor,  to  take  samples  at  the  time 
of  delivery,  and  18  were  taken  as  follows : 

Genuine .  1 

Genuine,  but  low  in  solids-not-fat .  13 

Deficient  10.2  per  cent,  solids-not-fat  and 

contained  2  per  cent,  extraneous  water  1 

Deficient  6  per  cent,  fat  and  low  in  solids- 

not-fat  . 1 

Deficient  6.9  per  cent,  solids-not-fat  and 

contained  0.3  per  cent,  extraneous  water  1 

Deficient  4.7  per  cent,  solids-not-fat  and 

contained  2  per  cent,  extraneous  water  1 


Investigations  proved  that  an  employ¬ 
ee  of  the  firm  was  tampering  with  the  milk 
on  arrival,  abstracting  a  quantity  and  re¬ 
placing  with  water.  This  was  admitted  by 
the  employee  and  he  was  dimissed  by  the 
firm.  The  very  serious  nature  of  the  offence 
was  brought  to  the  immediate  notice  of  the 
firm  both  verbally  and  in  writing  together 
with  their  responsibility  for  the  actions  of 
their  servants  and  a  warning  given  that 
future  offences  would  be  dealt  with 
summarily. 

Further  samples  were  genuine.) 


Deficient  11.1  per  cent,  solids-not-fat  and  contained 


not  less  than  5.2  per  cent,  extraneous  water  ...  1 

(“  Appeal  to  the  cow  ”  samples  were  taken 

Genuine .  2 

Genuine  but  poor  in  fat .  3 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against 
this  retailer.  The  case  was  proved  and  a 
fine  of  £2.2.0d.  was  imposed  with  £3.3.0d. 
costs) . 


Deficient  8.8  per  cent,  solids-not-fat  and  contained 

7.7  per  cent,  extraneous  water .  1 

(This  was  processed  milk.  Legal  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken  successfully  and  the 
vendor  was  fined  £3.3.0d.  with  costs  of 
£l.lls.6d.) 

Other  Samples 

At  the  time  of  delivery,  following  request  by  neigh¬ 
bouring  authority .  2 

Formal  sample  in  a  catering  establishment  at  the 
request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

Meat 


Number  of  visits  to  slaughter  houses  . .  ...  545 

Animals  inspected  : 

Beasts .  1931 

Oalves . 1750 

Pigs  .  17 

Sheep  .  7757 


11,455 


Other  Food  : 

Number  of  visits  to  shops  .  128 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  . 

1,954 

1,750 

7,899 

? 

Number  inspected 

1,954 

1,750 

7,899 

17 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  . 

15 

8 

6 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . . 

1,470 

5 

1,302 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . 

75.99 

0.75 

16.57 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned . 

23 

- - • 

— 

■ — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

328 

— — 

_ _ 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

17.96 

— 

— 

5.88 
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Meat  condemned : 

Bovines 

Tuberculosis 

Carcase  and  Organs . 

Part  Carcase  and  Organs . . . .  . 

Hindquarters . 

Forequarter... . 

Heads  and  Tongues . 

Lungs  (Prs.)  .  . 

Spleens . 

Skirts . 

Udders  (lbs)  .  . . 

Fat  (lbs)  . 

Livers .  . . 

Part  Livers . 

Stomachs  . . 

Hearts .  . 

Other  Diseases 

Carcase  and  Organs  (Gangrene)  . 

„  „  i,  (Bruising)  . 

„  „  „  (Abscesses)  . 

,,  „  „  (Uraemia)  . 

„  „  „  (Emaciation)  . 

„  „  „  (Septic  Mastitis)  . 

Forequarter  (Bruising)  . 

Hindquarter  (Bruising)  . 

„  (Bone-Taint)  . 

Forequarter  (Oedema)  . 

Livers  (Cirrhosis)  . 

Part  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  . . 

Lungs  (Abscesses)  Pairs  . 

Intestines  (Oesophagostomum  Radiatum)  . 

Tongues  (Decomposition)  . 

„  (Abscesses)  . 

„  (Actinomycosis)  . 

Udder  (Abscesses)  lbs.  . . 

Brisket  (Bruised)  . 

Shin  (Bruised)  . 

Beef  (Decomposition)  lbs . 

„  (Bruised)  lbs . 

Calves 

Carcase  and  Organs  (Malnutrition)  . 

,,  „  „  (Multiple  Abscesses) 

„  „  „  (Fever) . . 

„  ,,  »  (Joint  ill)  . . 

„  „  „  (Inflammation)  . 
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23 

2 

4 

7 

181 

315 

78 

66 

655 

621 

116 

12 

74 

58 


3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1066 

386 

70 

77 

Q 

o 

9 

O 

5 

14 

1 

1 

566 

642 


1 

9 

O 

1 

1 

2 


Head  (Abscesses)  . 1 

Veil  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Pluck  (Abscesses)  .  2 

Livers  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Sheep 

Carcase  and  Organs  (Gangrenous  Pneumonia)  2 

„  „  „  (Inflammation)  .  2 

„  »  „  (Fever)  .  1 

„  „  „  (Lamb-Moribund)  .  1 

Hearts  (Abscesses)  .  2 

Heads  (Abscesses)  .  4 

Livers  (Flukes  and  Abscesses)  .  1288 

Plucks  (Abscesses)  .  6 

„  (Flukes)  .  2 

Feet  (Sets-Decomposition)  .  6 

Intestines  (Oesophagostomum  Ilia  di  a  turn)  .  108 

Mutton  (lbs- — Abscesses)  . . .  8 


Pigs 

Head  (Tuberculosis)  . . .  2 

Unsound  Food  (Other  than  Carcase  Meat)  surrendered 
Meat 


Poultry  . 

Sausage  . 

Sausage  Skins  . 

Corned  Beef  . 

Meat  . 

Bacon . 

Ham . 

Meat  . 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  . 

Irish  Stew . 

M  &  V  Ration . 

Bacon . 

Corned  Beef  (61bs  each) 

Stewed  Steak . 

Turkey . 

Tongue  . 

Potted  Meat . , 

Pork  (21b  each)  . 

Veal  Loaf . 

Sausage  . 

Chopped  Ham  . 


Fish 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets 
Cod . 


.  lbs 

174 

* 

27 

o  r 

• 

do 

*  j  y 

420 

• 

69 

•  j ) 

644 

•  5) 

58 

.  tins 

185 

•  ?  ? 

3 

Q 

•  5? 

O 

• 

8 

• 

2 

*  5) 

105 

*  >  ) 

1 

*  5  5 

1 

* 

1 

•  ) ) 

1 

* 

20 

H 

*  ?? 

l 

*  5) 

1 

*  5 ) 

4 

.  1  bs 

196 

•  >> 

230 
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Kipper .  „  140 

Sole  (Megrim) .  „  56 

Fish  (Mixed)  .  „  830 J 

Skate  .  „  84 

Witches  .  „  1824 

Fish . tins  46 

Crawfish .  „  1 

Salmon  .  „  47 

Sardines  .  „  20 

Herring  .  „  2 

Snoek .  „  1 

Pilchards .  „  18 

Bloater  Paste . .  28 


Shellfish 

Shrimps  . 

„  (Picked)  ...  . 

>>  >  >  . 

Winkles  . 

Cockles  . 

Mussels . 

Crab . 

Mussels  . 

Lobster  Paste . 

Confectioners  Supplies 

Sugar  (Manufacturers) 

Ground  Rice . 

Apple  Pulp . 

Biscuit  Meal . 

Oatcakes . 

Chocolate  Spread  . 

Yeast . . 

Spice  ...  . 

F.F.F.  Mix . 

Custard  Powder . 

Sponge  Powder . 

Lannex . 

Apples  (105  oz.)  . 

Chocolate  Spread  . 

Orange  Juice . 

Fruit  Pudding . 

Dessert  Powder . 

Master  Mix . 

Pudding  Mix . 

Cake  Mix . 

Puddings . 


4 

quarts 

424 

cartons 

36 

gallon 

1 

..  pints 

9i 

...  lbs 

224 

56 

27 

1 

cwt. 

2 

2 

-i 

yy 

1 

lbs 

56 

>> 

7 

28 

7 

>> 

H 

15 

>> 

7 

26 

15 

can 

1 

tins 

33 

5 

yy 

6 

pkts 

297 

yy 

36 

yy 

326 

yy 

37 

3 
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Crumpets .  1465 

Loaves .  6 

Potato  Cakes .  397 

Meat  Pies . 16 

Fruit 

Dates .  lbs  140 

Prunes .  „  102 

Jam .  tins  13 

Marmalade . „  8 

Fruit  (Mixed)  .  „  63 

Apricots  .  „  1 

Pears  .  „  4 

Grapefruit  .  „  13 

Grapes .  „  3 

Peaches  .  „  15 

Fruit  Salad .  „  23 

Apples  . ,i,  3 

Plums .  „  1 

Fruit  Cocktail .  „  1 

Apricots .  „  20 

Fruit  Sauce  .  bottle  1 

Vegetables 

Peas  .  lbs  64 

Tomatoes  .  „  48 

Gherkins .  „  6 

Vegetables  (Mixed)  . tins  143 

Peas  .  ,,  84 

Beans .  „  47 

Potatoes  (Ex  Army)  .  „  391 

Corn .  „  4 

Tomatoes  .  „  6 

Beetroot  .  „  3 

Carrot .  „  11 

Pickled  Onions . jars  1 

Beetroot .  ,,  7 

Piccalilli .  „  1 

Rhubarb . 2 

Pickles .  „  6 

Cereals 

Shredded  Wheat  . pkts  18 

Flakes .  „  23 

Oats .  „  12 

Puffed  Wheat .  „  7 
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Other  Food 

Butter  . . . ' .  lbs 

Cheese .  „ 

Walnuts .  „ 

Milk . galls 

Milk  . tins 

Soup .  „ 

Syrup .  „ 

Milk  Tablets  . pkts 

Choc- Cup .  „ 

Sauce .  bottle 


28 

85 

8 

34 

152 

51 

1 

159 

5 

1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  . . 

Restaurant  Kitchens . 

Food  Preparation  Premises 

Fish  Friers . 

Food  Stores  . 


Visits 

324 

411 

112 

96 

88 


1031 


26  Informal  and  3  Statutory  Notices  were  served  requir¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  following  contraventions  and  defects  : — 


Structural  defects . 

Drainage  defects  . 

Defective  tables  and  benches  . 

Defective  floors,  walls  and  ceilings  ... 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

Want  of  reclecoration . 

Accommodation  for  refuse . 

Inadequate  water  closet  accommodate 

Inadequate  washing  facilities . 

Inadequate  ventilation . 

Inadequate  artificial  light . 

Inadequate  hot  water  supply . 


21 

11 

5 

17 

7 

13 

6 
7 

11 

12 

5 

14 
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Informal  and  Verbal  Notices  complied  with: 

Bakehouses . 

Restaurant  Kitchens . 

Food  Preparation  Premises  . 

Fish  Friers . 

Food  Stores . 


6 

22 

5 

5 

6 
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Registration  of  Premises: 


Register  on 

Transfers 

New 

Register  on 

1.1.1948 

during  year 

Registrations 

31.12.48 

Fish  Friers  28 

1 

1 

29 

Potted,  Pressed 

Pickled  and 

Preserved  food 
manufacturers  35 

2 

3 

38 

The  control  of  building  materials,  particularly  timber  and 
steel,  was  not  affected  by  the  cancellation  of  the  W.B.A. 
Priority  Distribution  Scheme.  The  preparation  of  plans,  service 
of  notices  and  specifications  of  work  required  to  be  carried  out 
at  each  food  premises  is  still  a  necessity  to  comply  with  the 
licensing  regulations. 

The  work  thus  involved  limits  the  number  of  inspections 
that  can  be  made,  nevertheless,  structural  alterations  and  re¬ 
construction  under  plans  approved  have  been  completed  at  the 


following  premises. 

Bakehouses .  2 

Restaurant  Kitchens .  7 

Food  Preparation  Premises . • .  2 

Fish  Friers  ...  . .  3 

Food  Stores  .  2 


16 

It  is  still  gratifying  to  report  that  the  department  have 
received  the  utmost  co-operation  of  the  trades  concerned  and 
the  local  building  contractors  in  the  execution  of  the  work, 
which  has  been  carried  out  without  recourse  to  statutory 
action. 


LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1946 

Circulars  issued  to  Ice-cream  dealers .  104 

Visits .  4 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 

Visits  re  suspected  Swine  Fever  .  3 

„  „  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938  .  1 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (Rivers  Board  And 

General  Powers)  ACT,  1938. 

No.  of  Hawker’s  licences  operating .  36 

„  „  ,,  premises  licences .  11 

„  „  visits .  17 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Hospital  treatment  for  infectious  diseases,  other  than 
smallpox,  is  provided  at  the  Slyne  Road  Hospital,  Lancaster. 
The  hospital,  previously  controlled  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board 
on  which  the  Morecambe  and  Heysham  Corporation  was  rep¬ 
resented,  passed  during  the  year  under  the  authority  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

There  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  during  the  year  nor  any 
cases  of  dysentery,  enteric,  paratyphoid  fever  or  poliomyelitis. 

Cases  of  Scarlatina  numbered  95  as  compared  with  38 
during  the  previous  year,  Whooping  Cough  42  as  compared 
with  21,  while  the  notifications  of  Measles  fell  from  351  to 
to  186. 

The  only  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were 
4  from  Pneumonia  and  I  from  Erysipelas. 


Visits  and  Disinfection. 

Visits  of  inquiry  into  notified  cases .  94 

Re-visits  . ,..., .  71 

Miscellaneous  visits .  24 

Visits  re  disinfection .  359 

Premises  disinfected  . 166 

Articles  disinfected  ...  .  1843 

Rooms  disinfected  .  233 

Number  of  times  steam  disinfector  used .  210 


The  steam  disinfector  was  out  of  action  during  the  month 
of  February.  During  this  period,  all  bedding  etc.,  ivas  disin¬ 
fected  at  the  Joint  Hospital,  Lancaster. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (other  than  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  DURING  1948 


Total 

deaths 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  immunised  under  the  local 
authority’s  scheme  is  .given  in  the  table  that  follows.  As  has 
been  previously  pointed  out  these  figures  are  no  indication  of 
the  total  number  of  children  in  the  borough  who  have  been 
immunised;  many  parents  have  their  children  immunised  by 
their  own  private  practitioner  and  of  this  number  we  have  no 
accurate  records. 

As  6 — 7  years  had  elapsed  since  the  local  authority  under¬ 
took  diphtheria  immunisation,  special  arrangements  were  made 
to  inform  parents  of  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  protection 
conferred  and  382  reinforcing  injections  were  given. 

Children  up  to  the  age  of  7  years  are  given  A.P.T.;  for 
children  over  that  age  T.A.F.  is  used. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During-  1948 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Years. 

Non_ 

Non- 

Respira- 

Respira- 

Respira- 

Respira- 

tory. 

tory. 

tory. 

tory. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 

_  _ 

__ 

1-5 

—  — 

1  1 

_ 

_ 

_  _ 

5-10 

1  1 

1 

— 

_ 

—  — 

10  -  15 

—  — 

2 

_ 

— ,  — 

15  -  20 

4  1 

1 

1 

_ 

—  — • 

20  -  25 

2 

3 

_ 

_ 

—  — 

25  -  35 

6  3 

1  •  1 

2 

— 

—  — 

35  -  45 

4  1 

2 

3 

1 

—  — 

45  -  55 

9  1 

—  — 

6 

3 

—  — 

55  -  65 

5 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

65  and  upwards 

2  1 

—  — 

4 

2 

—  — 

31  10 

5  8 

16 

6 

—  — 

Totals 

Y 

y  ' 

~Y  ' 

~ Y 

41 

13 

22 

TEN  YEARS’  TABLES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND 
DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 


Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

7 

16 

9 

5 

1940 

17 

15 

6 

4 

1941 

27 

19 

13 

3 

1942 

20 

7 

12 

3 

1943 

25 

10 

12 

1 

1944 

24 

15 

10 

6 

1945 

19 

13 

8 

5 

1946 

26 

16 

6 

4 

1947 

24 

12 

15 

7 

1948 

31 

10 

16 

6 

Totals 

220 

133 

107 

44 
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Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 


Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

7 

3 

1 

— 

1940 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1941 

6 

4 

1 

— 

1942 

5 

8 

— 

3 

1943 

4 

6 

3 

2 

1944 

7 

6 

4 

2 

1945 

7 

6 

1 

2 

1946 

6  • 

4 

2 

2 

1947 

9 

8 

3 

4 

1948 

5 

8 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

62 

56 

16 

16 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  disease  notified,  male  notifications  being  higher 
than  in  any  year  since  1939.  The  number  of  deaths  from  pul¬ 
monary  disease  were  the  same  as  in  1947,  these  two  years 
providing  the  highest  figures  in  ten  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Free  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease 
is  given  at  a  clinic  at  the  Public  Assistance  ‘Institution,  2 
Quernmore  Road,  Lancaster. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  were  kindly  supplied  by 
Dr.  A.  Fessler  from  that  clinic. 


Non- 

Venereal 

Conditions 

Gonorrhoea 

Svphilis 

Total  Cases 

Total  attend¬ 
ances 

Males 

12 

8 

8 

28 

196 

Females 

2 

1 

14 

17 

203 

Totals 

14 

9 

22 

45 

399 

Information  concerning  the  clinic  and  the  hours*  of 
attendance  is  displayed  in  Public  Conveniences. 


PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

The  general  administrative  arrangements  were  unchanged 
and  the  usual  work  was  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

There  were  103  vessels  from  foreign  ports  of  which  75 
were  oil  tankers,  boarded  and  inspected. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from 


any  vessel. 

Number  of  visits  to  Heysham .  107 

„  ,,  beasts  examined . . .  63 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


2.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 
TABLE  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  During  1948 


No.  of  Passengers  . 

Saloon 

3rd  Class 

Transmigrants 

Inwards  . 

87,349 

116,819 

— 

Outwards  . 

87,811 

116,802 

185,870  passengers  were  carried  outwards  in  1947  and 
204,613  in  1948,  an  increase  of  18,743.  Inward  traffic  showed 
a  similar  increase,  184,842  in  1947  and  204,168  in  1948,  an  in¬ 
crease  ofl9,326. 

There  is  no  passenger  traffic  with  foreign  ports. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic  During  1948 
Principal  Imports: 

Live  cattle,  pigs,  horses,  donkeys  and  sheep  from  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  also  food,  linen  goods,  and  machinery.  Imports  in 
1948  included  16,039  cattle,  3,562  horses,  10  ponies,  4  goats,  21 
pigs,  36  donkeys,  11,904  sheep  and  5  lions.  In  addition  560  cars, 
981  dogs,  12  vans,  1  bus  and  1  lorry  arrived  at  the  port  from 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  foreign  trade,  compared  with  1947,  shows  a  large 
increase  due  to  the  arrival  of  oil  tankers.  No  other  foreign 
trade  arrives  at  the  port. 

Principal  Exports: 

Agricultural  machinery  and  general  merchandise.  In  ad¬ 
dition  63  car  chassis,  548  cars,  6  bears,  16  railway  coaches,  81 
horses,  421  dogs,  70  cattle,  54  pigs,  7  ponies,  6  monkeys,  4  lions, 
16  sheep,  30  tractors  and  8  vans  left  the  port  for  Northern 
Ireland. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 

Nil  return — not  a  port  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens. 

3.  Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  town  supply  for  the  port  and 
for  shipping.  No  water  vessels  are  employed;  vessels  taking  in 
water  from  stand-pipes  alongside. 

4.  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  and  1945 

1.  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declaration  of  Health. 
This  is  usually  received  by  the  Customs  Officer  and  handed 
later  to  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

2.  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival 

By  Customs  Officer  and  by  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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3.  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring 
special  attention. 

Customs  Officer  notifies  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Health  Department,  by  telephone. 

4.  Mooring  stations  designated  under  Article  10. 

(a)  Inner  Mooring — for  cases  of  smallpox  and  typhus 
(Easterly  end  of  North  Side). 

(b)  Outer  Mooring — for  cases  of  cholera,  yellow  fever  and 
plague  (at  Lune  Deeps). 

5.  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Article  14. 

All  ordinary  notifiable  infectious  diseases  other  than  those 
specified  under  4  above. 

6.  Experience  of  working  Article  16. 

No.  experience. 

7.  Arrangements  for  : — 

(a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination. 
No  special  premises  have  been  provided.  There  is  no 
foreign  passenger  traffic.  Members  of  the  crew  would 
be  examined  on  board. 

(b)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing 
and  other  articles. 

A  steam  disinfector  is-  provided  for  bedding  and 
clothing.  Appliances  and  materials  are  available  for 
the  disinfecting  of  ships  and  this  would  be  carried  out 
by  the  Health  Department  staff. 

(c)  Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons. 
No  special  premises. 

(cl)  Hospital  accommodation. 

An  infectious  diseases  hospital  at  Lancaster  is  avail¬ 
able  for  all  cases  except  smallpox.  For  smallpox  cases 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will  make  arrangements. 

(e)  Ambulance  transport. 

A  special  motor  ambulance  is  available  with 
attendants. 

(f)  Supervision  of  contacts. 

Contacts  requiring  to  be  kept  under  surveillance 
would  be  kept  on  board  or  accommodated  at  hospital. 

8.  Arrangements  for  bacteriological  or  pathological  examina¬ 
tion  of  rats  and  other  materials. 

Submitted  to  pathologists  ordinarily  employed  by  the 
Public  Health  Authority.  Usually  the  Pathologist  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Lancaster, 
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10.  Venereal  diseases. 

No  special  arrangement  for  sailors.  Facilities  arranged 
by  the  County  Council  are  available. 

11.  Arrangements  for  interment  of  dead. 

In  cemeteries  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities. 

TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels  .  Nil 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during 

the  voyage  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival .  Nil 

5.  Measures  against  rodents. 

No  special  measures  have  been  necessary,  the  port  being 
remarkably  free  from  rats.  Practically  all  traffic  except  for 
oil  was  from  Northern  Ireland,  and  the  cargo  is  only  on  board 
a  few  hours  and  is  transported  direct  by  rail.  The  Harbour 
Authority  employ  their  own  rat-catcher. 

TABLES  E  and  F. 

Rats  destroyed  on  vessels  and  in  docks .  Nil 

*/ 

TABLES  G  and  H. 

Deratisation  and  exemption  certificates  issued  .  Nil 

6,  Hygiene  of  crews  spaces. 

TABLE  J. 

Classification  of  nuisances 


Number  inspected  during  the  year .  74 

Defects .  . .  Nil 


7.  Food  inspection. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  Imported 
Food  Regulations.  Visits  are  also  made  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  on  board  or  after 
detention  on  landing. 

In  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  regulations  my 
thanks  are  due  to  the  inspectors  of  IT.M.  Customs  for  their 
courtesy  and  ready  assistance  at  all  times. 
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SHOPS  ACTS 


Shops  Acts,  1912-36: 

Number  of  visits  to  shops .  . .  303 

,,  „  revisits .  .  72 

„  „  informal  notices .  11 

Shops  Act,  1934: 

Exemption  certificates : 

Number  in  force  for  washing  facilities .  19 

Number  in  force  sanitary  conveniences .  71 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938: 

Number  of  visits .  7 

Number  of  amusement  arcades  visited .  2 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Cleansing  Superintendent  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  note  on  the  work  of  his  department  during  the  year. 

Labour : 

The  supply  of  labour  for  recruitment  to  the  permanent 
staff  remained  fairly  good,  there  was,  however,  no  improvement 
with  regard  to  casual  labour  for  seasonal  work  and  little  in¬ 
clination  was  shown  for  duties  such  as  street  sweeping,  es¬ 
pecially  from  amongst  the  younger  men. 

The  sickness  and  absence  rate  was  good,  averaging  2.9 
per  cent,  over  the  year,  the  most  common  causes  of  sickness 
being  Bronchitis,  Rheumatism  and  Influenza. 

The  reduced  working  week,  44  hours  as  against  47,  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1948,  and  it  was  requested 
that,  where  possible,  the  five  days  working  week  be  applied. 
Consequently  refuse  collection  staffs,  tipmen  and  salvage 
workers  were  placed  on  a  five  day  week  basis  and  street 
sweepers  and  lavatory  attendants  on  a  5|-  and  6  day  week 
respectively.  The  work  of  the  two  latter  classes  of  employees 
must  necessarily  be  carried  out  over  the  full  week  and  no 
scheme  could  be  put  forward  by  which  a  five  day  week  could 
be  effected  without  involving  considerable  extra  expenditure. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal: 

During  the  year  delivery  was  made  of  two  Scammell  6 
cub.  yd.  refuse  collectors,  one  in  August  and  the  other  in 
October,  these  being  ordered  in  November  1947. 

During  the  summer  months  the  refuse  increased  greatly 
in  bulk  and  the  density  fell  appreciably.  Increased  content  of 
paper,  cartons,  tin  cans  etc.  was  much  in  evidence  and  the 
tendency  appeared  to  be  a  return  to  the  light,  bulky  refuse 
of  pre-war  years. 
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House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  weights: 


T. 

C. 

Q. 

House  and  trade  refuse . 

..  ...  ...  12155 

7 

— 

Fish  and  other  offal  ...  . . 

.  289 

1 

_ 

Raw  kitchen  waste . 

.  77 

14 

2 

12522 

2 

2 

Refuse  Disposal: 

At  controlled  refuse  tip  ...  ...  ...  . , 

. .  11773 

12 

3 

At  Trade  waste  plant . .  . 

.  366 

15 

2 

At  Salvage  works . . . 

.  381 

14 

1 

12522 

2 

2 

Street  Cleansing’: 

From  the  1st  April  the  Health  Committee  accepted  res¬ 
ponsibility  for  the  cleansing  of  all  public  spaces  in  the  Bor¬ 
ough,  including  promenade  greens,  shelters,  car  parks  and 
market  together  with  the  cleaning  of  bus  and  other  shelter 
windows. 

The  necessary  additional  labour  was  enrolled  for  this 
purpose  and  a  disabled  ex-serviceman,  already  engaged  in 
shelter  cleaning,  was  transferred  from  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
to  this  Department. 

Apart  from  the  above  this  Department  has  for  some  time, 
carried  out  the  work  of  foreshore  cleansing. 

During  the  summer  months  this  necessitates  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  a  number  of  the  street  cleansing  staff  for  two  or 
three  hours  in  the  early  morning  in  order  to  clean  up  the 
previous  day’s  litter  and  accumulations  of  seaweed. 

Labour  difficulties  made  it  necessary  to  employ  workers  of 
other  sections  of  the  Department  for  two  hours,  commencing 
at  5-0  a.m.,  before  starting  their  normal  duties. 

A  Lewin  Mechanical  Road  Sweeper  Collector,  mounted  on 
a  Thornycroft  chassis,  was  ordered  in  June,  dellivery  being 
expected  by  September,  1949. 

Gully  Cleansing: 

In  April,  an  800  gall,  capacity  combined  gully  and  cesspool 
emptying  machine  was  ordered  from  Messrs.  Dennis  Bros., 
Guildford.  Delivery  is  expected  to  be  during  the  summer,  1949. 

During  the  year  5,843  gullies  were  cleansed  by  the  depart¬ 
ment. 
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Public  Conveniences: 

The  new  conveniences  at  the  Heysham  Road  Car  Park 
were  completed  and  opened  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
Full  time  attendants  will  be  required  for  each  of  the  Ladies  and 
Gents,  sections  during  the  summer  and  part  time  labour  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter. 

Receipts  for  1948  amounted  to  £4,635  as  against  £4,717  in 
1947. 


(a)  Salvage  sales: 


T. 

C. 

Q. 

lbs 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper  . 

318 

1 

Q 

6 

— -  . . . 

2027 

17 

0 

Mixed  rags  ...  . 

6 

3 

— 

- —  . . . 

151 

10 

6 

Other  textiles . 

5 

2 

2 

—  . . . 

34 

1 

10 

Black  Scrap . 

8 

10 

— 

—  . . . 

17 

14 

0 

Baled  scrap . 

4 

8 

— 

—  . . . 

8 

9 

5 

Non-ferrous  metals  ... 

1 

4 

2 

—  . . . 

59 

8 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

16 

2 

14  ... 

18 

3 

9 

Totals : 

345 

6 

1 

14 

2317 

4 

7 

• 

(b)  Trade  waste  plant  sales: 

Fish  manure  .  ... 

52 

19 

— 

-  e  e  e 

1309 

12 

1 

Shrimp  manure  . 

14 

15 

■ — 

•  •  • 

295 

0 

0 

Concentrated 

kitchen  waste . 

57 

14 

2 

236 

2 

3 

Bones  . 

3 

7 

— 

—  . . . 

17 

10 

6 

Miscellaneous  . 

5 

— 

—  . . . 

10 

0 

Totals : 

129 

— 

2 

— 

1858 

14 

10 

Totals  of  (a)  and  (b) 

474 

6 

3 

14 

4175 

19 

5 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


1177  children  were  medically  examined  in  the  schools  at 
routine  inspections,  584  shortly  after  their  entry  into  school, 
382  at  the  mid-period  of  their  school  life  and  211  at  a  later  age. 
At  these  inspections  we  had  the  attendance  of  781  parents.  As 
the  older  children  discourage  the  attendance  of  their  parents 
(and  it  is  less  necessary  with  them)  these  figures  are  good 
and  shew  an  encouraging  parental  interest  in  the  examinations. 

In  general  the  children  were  found  to  be  healthy  and 
well  cared  for  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  high. 

In  addition  to  the  children  seen  in  the  schools,  there  were 
3,534  children  seen  at  the  minor  ailments  clinics,  336  seen  at 
the  ophthalmic  clinics  and  179  seen  at  the  ear,  nose  and  throat 
clinics. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  children  with  defects 
of  ear  nose  or  throat  requiring  hospital  treatment,  and  children 
in  need  of  spectacles  fared  badly.  From  the  5th  July,  1948  it 
became  almost  impossible  to  obtain  hospital  beds  for  the 
children  in  the  first  group,  so  that  many  who  were  recom¬ 
mended  for  treatment  in  the  summer,  and  sometimes  for 
treatment  as  quickly  as  possible,  were  still  waiting  at  the  end 
of  the  year :  for  the  children  with  defective  eyesight,  the  length 
of  time  between  the  ordering  of  spectacles  and  their  receipt  has 
increased  from  a  matter  of  2-3  weeks  before  the  5th  July  to  a 
period  of  6-9  months  since  then.  Furthermore,  the  arrangement 
in  former  days  by  which  children  were  seen  again  by  the  oph¬ 
thalmic  surgeon  when  their  spectacles  arrived,  so  that  their 
suitability  could  be  assured,  has  come  to  an  end. 

In  the  following  tables  are  shewn  the  main  defects  found 
amongst  school  children  during  the  year  : — 
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Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  during  the 
Year  in  Schools  and  in  School  Clinics 


No.  of  Pupils  examined 

Periodic  Inspections 

1177 

Special  Inspections 

960 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of  Defects 

Disease  or  Defect 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Skin 

— 

— 

74 

— 

Vision 

38 

— 

40 

— 

Eyes 

Squint 

4 

1 

4 

— 

Other 

— 

—  55 

— : 

Hearing 

— 

_ 

3 

— 

Ears 

Otitis  Media 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Other 

— 

— 

48 

Nose  or  Throat 

33 

8 

64 

1 

Speech 

— 

—  — 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

—  15 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

— 

4 

— - 

1 

Lungs 

— 

21 

3 

1 

Develop¬ 

mental 

Hernia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other 

— 

—  — 

— 

Posture 

4 

—  — 

— 

Orthopaedic 

Flat-foot 

28 

4 

4 

- — 

Other 

16 

5 

11 

— 

Nervous 

Epilepsy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

System 

Other 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Psycho 

Development 

— 

—  1 

— 

logical 

Stability 

— 

—  1  — 

1 

Other 

1 

1 

459 

1 

TOTAL 

126 

45 

783 

5 
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Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

(Excluding  Eye  Diseases  treated  as  Minor  Ailments) 


,  .  _  ,.  ,  ,  ...  Number  of  Pupils  for  whom 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with  Spectacles  were  : 


Errors  of  Refrac- 

Other  Defect  or 

tion  (including 

Disease  of  the  Prescribed 

Obtained 

Squint) 

Eyes 

133 

—  116 

N.K. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

Number  of  Defects 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received  Other 
Forms  of 
Treatment 

Total  Number 
Treated 

For  Adenoids 
and  Chronic 
Tonsillitis 

For  Other  Nose 
and  Throat 
Conditions 

106 

10 

8 

124 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  SCHOOL  NURSES 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  schools  ...  . . .  .  123 

Cleanliness  Inspections  : — 

Number  of  examinations  of  children  in  schools  ...  9868 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  255 

Home  Visiting  : — 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  for  medical  defects  131 

Number  of  pupils  seen  at  home  visits .  108 

Number  of  interviews  with  parents  at  home .  124 


In  reading  the  figures  for  uncleanliness  in  the  above  table 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  255  individual  children  found 
to  be  unclean  were  not  255  different  children.  There  are 
families  that  offend  repeatedly  and  whose  children  keep  re¬ 
appearing  among  the  numbers. 
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Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the  Periodic  Age  Groups. 


Age-Groups 
(All  Schools) 

i 

Number  of 
Pupils 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

Inspected 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants  . 

584 

81 

13.9 

474 

81.1 

Second  Age 

Group  . 

382 

96 

25.1 

266 

69.9 

Third  Age  Group 

211 

94 

45 

108 

51 

TOTAL 

1177 

271 

23 

848 

72 

c. 

(Poor) 

No.  % 

29  5 

20 
9 

58  5 


TREATMENT  TABLES 

Return  of  Defects  known  to  have  received  treatment  during 
the  year,  either  at  the  Authority’s  Clinics  or  elsewhere. 

Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

(a)  Disease  or  Defect:  Number  of  Defects 

Treated  or  under 
Treatment  during 
the  Year. 


Skin — 

Bin  gw  o  r  m —  Scalp 

(i)  X-ray  Treatment .  . .  — 

(ii)  Other  Treatment  . .  — 

Ringworm — Body .  ...  3 

Scabies  . . .  ...  . . .  ...  5 

Impetigo . . .  13 

Other  Skin  Diseases . .  . .  ...  53 

Minor  Eye  Diseases  . 55 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 48 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises 

sores,  chilblains,  etc.)  ...  .  . .  459 


Total  636 


(b)  Total  number  of  Attendances  at  Authority’s 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics . . . .  3534 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

Two  part  time  dentists  were  employed  and  201  sessions 
were  occupied  in  inspection  and  treatment. 

During  the  year  1,809  children  were  examined.  Of  these, 
1,225  were  found  to  require  treatment  and  1,034  received  treat¬ 
ment  within  the  year.  There  were  1,228  extractions,  997  fillings 
and  141  other  operations. 
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